
 

 

The Entertainer delivers a strong first half for 2017 

 

Thursday 7th September 2017, Amersham: The Entertainer, the fastest growing multi-

channel high street toy retailer in the UK, is delighted to announce the delivery of strong 

sales during the first half of 2017, anticipating this to continue into peak trade season. 

The company has posted strong total company sales which are up 6% year on year, with like 

for like sales being broadly flat. Gross margin is also up on last year despite cost price 

challenges with year to date profit currently 5% ahead of plan, putting the company in good 

stead for the second half of the year.  

It has been a great year for so far for The Entertainer, capitalising on playground crazes, 

such as Finger Spinners, Fidget Cubes and LOL dolls. They’ve also enjoyed strong growth 

in their own label toy offering.  

The performance of TheToyShop.com is also extremely strong and with a number of website 

developments in the pipeline, they remain optimistic for the rest of 2017.  

Gary Grant, Founder and Managing Director of The Entertainer, comments, “We’re delighted 

with this year’s performance so far particularly having had to face into increased promotional 

pressure in the category and exchange rate fluctuations.  We have managed to hold firm to 

our plans and with a number of key movie and range releases still to come, we expect a 

positive effect on both our sales and margin for the remainder of the year.” 

Having opened 6 stores so far this year, their aggressive expansion plans continue with a 

further 9 stores already confirmed to open in Q3 and Q4, with more expected in the new 

year.  

-Ends- 

 

For more information, images or to speak to Gary Grant, please contact Lauren Skeath on 

01494 737092 or Lauren.skeath@theentertainer.com.   

 

About the Entertainer 

The Entertainer was founded in 1981 in Amersham, Buckinghamshire by husband and wife 

team, Gary and Catherine Grant, who instilled the driving force and mission; to be the best-

loved toyshop – one child, one community at a time. Today, it continues to be a privately-

owned company and is renowned for being the largest independent toy retailer in the UK with 

a total of 139 stores. 
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As well as a strong High Street presence, The Entertainer has a successful website platform 

(TheToyShop.com) which offers a 30-minute click and collect service and has 22 million visits 

annually and growing. The Entertainer is also recognised for its charitable giving. Each year it 

tithes 10% of its net annual profit to charity, in addition employees are encouraged to donate 

directly through Payroll Giving. The Entertainer is also an active member of the Pennies 

scheme, the digital upgrade of the traditional charity box, which enables customers to donate 

a few pence to charity at the point of sale when paying by card. On average, this generates 

£5,000 of customer donations to Children’s hospitals each week. The Entertainer currently 

employs over 1200 staff across the stores and a further 160 in the Head Office in Amersham, 

Buckinghamshire. 

 

 


