
 

 

The Entertainer Appoints Commercial Director 
 

Wednesday 20th September 2017, Amersham: The Entertainer, the fastest growing multi-

channel high street toy retailer in the UK, is pleased to announce the appointment of John 

Driscoll to the position of Commercial Director. With over 20 years of experience in the retail 

industry, John will join the executive team to drive forward the buying & merchandising 

functions and support the future growth aspirations of the business as they continue to 

expand both internationally and domestically.  

Driscoll originally trained with multinational retailer Marks and Spencer, followed by a period 

of retail consulting at Accenture, and subsequently spent 9 years at Tesco where he held a 

number of senior commercial roles within the management team, including overseeing the 

toy category since 2014. John brings a wealth of experience in strategy, relationship building 

and effective leadership, which will put The Entertainer in a strong position for 2018. 

Gary Grant, Founder and Managing Director of The Entertainer, comments, “We’re delighted 

that John has joined the team at this time and are fortunate that someone of his calibre and 

expertise was available. John’s invaluable expertise and knowledge of the toy & licensing 

industries will be crucial in driving the growth of The Entertainer and will offer great support 

for our ambitious expansion plans.” 

-Ends- 
 

For more information or images, please contact Lauren Skeath on 01494 737092 or 

Lauren.skeath@theentertainer.com. 

 

About the Entertainer 
The Entertainer was founded in 1981 in Amersham, Buckinghamshire by husband and wife 

team, Gary and Catherine Grant, who instilled the driving force and mission; to be the best-

loved toyshop – one child, one community at a time. Today, it continues to be a privately-

owned company and is renowned for being the largest independent toy retailer in the UK with 

a total of 137 stores. 

 

As well as a strong High Street presence, The Entertainer has a successful website platform 

(TheToyShop.com) which offers a 30-minute click and collect service and has 22 million visits 

annually and growing. The Entertainer is also recognised for its charitable giving. Each year it 

tithes 10% of its net annual profit to charity, in addition employees are encouraged to donate 
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directly through Payroll Giving. The Entertainer is also an active member of the Pennies 

scheme, the digital upgrade of the traditional charity box, which enables customers to donate 

a few pence to charity at the point of sale when paying by card. On average, this generates 

£5,000 of customer donations to Children’s hospitals each week. The Entertainer currently 

employs over 1200 staff across the stores and a further 160 in the Head Office in Amersham, 

Buckinghamshire. 

 

 


