
The Entertainer Named In ‘The Sunday Times 100 Best Companies To 

Work For’ 

 

London, 3rd March 2015: The Entertainer Toy Shop, the fastest growing multichannel high 

street toy retailer in the UK, is delighted with the recent news that it has been named in ‘The 

Sunday Times 100 Best Companies To Work For’. The Entertainer was ranked at number 82, a 

remarkable achievement as this is the first year the group have taken part, competing 

against more than 1050 other businesses and organisations who were assessed. 

This is the 15th annual ranking of the cream of Britain’s happy and motivated workforces. 

The methods of data-gathering and analysis employed in the quest to find the country’s 

‘Best Companies to Work For’ mean that the lists are widely acknowledged as the most 

extensive research into employee engagement carried out in this country. All the scores and 

ratings that are assessed to compile the lists are based on employee opinions, and each year 

the questionnaires are revised and updated to reflect current workplace concerns.  

Gary Grant, founder of The Entertainer, believes strongly in supporting the community in 

which they operate with schemes in place whereby the company matches money donated to 

charity via its payroll giving scheme which 50% of the workforce has signed up to. An 

additional 10% of profit goes to good causes. Over 85% of his staff certainly agree that the 

group is run on strong values and 92% that charitable activities are actively encouraged. 

The Entertainer is equally loyal to its staff and promotes internally where possible with over 

90 staff having worked at the company for a decade or more. This level of staff retention is 

maybe due to the fact that over 80% of employees have fun and over 76% are excited about 

the future for The Entertainer group. Gary Grant leads by example with a hands on approach 

and is regarded as an inspirational figure by 73% of his staff. Operating in a fast moving 

entrepreneurial environment with a strong focus on personal and career development, 76% 

of staff think that working at The Entertainer is good for their personal growth. More 

information on any job vacancies within this dynamic and forward thinking group can be 

found on their website www.thetoyshop.com.  

Gary Grant, Founder of the Entertainer, comments ‘To be included in the Sunday Times Top 

100 Companies list and being recognised and appreciated by our employees is both an 

encouragement and an honour that we won't take for granted’ 

 

-Ends- 

For more information or images please contact Sara Wingrove or Lauren Skeath at mi-PR: 

sara.wingrove@mi-pr.co.uk or lauren.skeath@mi-pr.co.uk or call 01494 775 250 

 

Notes to editors 

The Entertainer was founded by husband and wife team, Gary and Catherine Grant, in 1981. 

In recent years it has experienced strong growth and as a multichannel retailer it now has 98 

stores across the UK and a website – www.thetoyshop.com that has over 18 million visits 

annually.  



The Entertainer’s strong performance was recognised by the 2014 Oracle Retail Week awards 

winning the Growth Retailer of the Year 2014 Award. It has also been awarded a Red Ribbon 

Award by the Family Business Place, which celebrates the contribution family businesses 

make to the economy. To top 2014 off, The Entertainer won the Retail Week Enterprise 

Award for Multichannel Retailer of the Year and Online Retailer of the Year at the annual Toy 

Industry Awards.  

The Entertainer currently employs over 1200 people in its stores, this number rises to over 

1900 on the lead up to Christmas, and a further 150 are based at its Head Office in 

Amersham.  

The Entertainer donates 10% of its net annual profit to charity each year. 


