
 

The Entertainer Delivers’ 5th Consecutive Year of LFL growth 

for 2016 

Thursday 12th January 2017, Amersham:  The Entertainer, the fastest growing high street 

multichannel toy retailer in the UK, is delighted to announce that it delivered a strong sales 

performance during the Christmas 2016 trading period. 

In the five weeks leading up to 31st December 2016, the company posted an increase in total 

sales of +13.5%, with Friday 23rd December 2016 being the largest trading day during the 

period. Against strong comparatives like for like sales grew by +2.6%.  

The performance of TheToyShop.com, was also extremely strong being +31.7% up year on year 

with sales relating to The Entertainer’s ‘click and collect’ service rising +25% year on year.  

Gary Grant, Founder and Managing Director of The Entertainer, comments, “Considering the 

increase in promotional pressure in the toy category and the later start to the consumer buying 

period, we’re delighted with this result.  2016 was a great year for The Entertainer, we ended the 

year with 15 new store openings in the UK inclusive of our first store in Northern Ireland, further 

investment into TV advertising and the expansion of our international operation into Cyprus, all 

designed to underpin our future growth aspirations.” 
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For more information, images or to speak to Gary Grant, please contact Kirsty Barr or Sophie 

Dalmedo at MI PR Global: 

Email: kirsty.barr@miprglobal.co.uk or Sophie.Dalmedo@miprglobal.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 



Notes to editors 

The Entertainer was founded by husband and wife team, Gary and Catherine Grant, in 1981. In recent 

years it has experienced strong growth and as a multichannel retailer it now has 131 high street stores 

across the UK and a website – www.thetoyshop.com that has over 24 million visits annually. 

In March 2015 The Entertainer was named in ‘The Sunday Times 100 Best Companies To Work For’, in the 

first year that the group have taken part. The Entertainer was ranked at number 82, after competing 

against more than 1,050 other businesses and organisations. The Entertainer was then awarded Specialty 

Retailer of the Year award at the Oracle Retail Week Awards ceremony which took place on 12th March 

2015. 

The Entertainer donates 10% of its net annual profit to charity each year as well as encouraging 

employees to donate a portion of their salary to charity through Workplace Giving. The retailer is also an 

active member of the Pennies scheme, whereby customers are given the option to donate a few pence to 

charity at the till-point, on average generating £5,000 of donations each week. 


